RELICS-----RELIGION.

right or action he has or claims to have
against another or his lands.

Relics, remains of saints and martyrs
or objects connected with them, and espe-
cially memorials of the life and passion of
our Lord, to which worship or a special ven-
eration is sanctioned and practised both in
the Roman Catholic and Greek Churches.
The doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church
in regard to relics was fixed by the Council
of Trent, which decreed in 1563 that venera-
tion should be paid to relics as instruments
through which God bestows benefits on men;
a doctrine which has been rejected by all
Protestant churches. The veneration of relics
is not peculiar to Christianity, but has found
a place in nearly everj form of religion.
Buddhism is remarkable for the extent to
which relic-worship has been carried in it.
The origin of relic worship or veneration
in the Christian church is generally asso-
ciated with the reverence paid by the early
Christians to the tombs of the martyrs and
to objects associated with their memory.
Roman Catholics believe that relics are
sometimes made by God instruments of
healing and other miracles, and that they
are capable of bestowing spiritual graces.
The Council of Trent required bishops to
decide on their authenticity. In course of
time great abuses grewup in regard to relics;
and it is scarcely necessary to add that the
articles venerated as relics multiplied be-
yond measure. Not only did those of which
the supply was necessarily limited, as the
wood of the true cross and the relics of
\postles and early martyrs, become common
and accessible to an astonishing degree, but
the most puerile and even ridiculous objects
were presented as fitting symbols for vene-
ration from their association with some saint
or martyr, and were credited with the most
astounding miracles. Such abuses have been
greatly modified since the Reformation,

Belief, in sculpture and architecture, is
the projection of a figure above or beyond
the surface upon which it is forrced. Ac-
cording to the degree of projection a figure
is described as in high, middle, or low relief.
High relief (alto-rilievo) is that in which the
figures project at least one-half of their ap-
parent circumference from the surface upon
which they are formed; low relief (basso-
rilievo) consists of figures raised but not
detached from a fiat surface; while middle
relief (mezzo-rilievo) lies between these two
forms. See Bas-relief, Alto-rilievo.

Jtelieving-officer, the officer appointed by
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the board of guardians of an English poor-law
union to superintend the relief of the poor in
the parish or district. His office is to receive
applications for relief, inquire into facts, and
ascertain that the case is within the condi-
tions required by law. He has to give im-
mediate relief in urgent cases.
Religion, the feeling of reverence which
men entertain towards a Supreme Being or
to any order of beings conceived by them as
demanding reverence from the possession of
superhuman control over the destiny of man
or the powers of nature; more especially the
recognition of God as an object of worship,
love, and obedience. Religion, as distin-
guished from tn&rality, denotes the influences
and motives to human duty which are found
in the character and will of the deity, while
morality is concerned with man's duty to his
fellows. As distinguished from theology,
religion is subjective, inasmuch as it relates
to the feelings; while theology is objective,
as it denotes the system of beliefs, ideas, or
conceptions which man entertains respecting
the God whom he worships. Religion in
one sense of the word, according to Max
Midler, is a mental faculty by means of
which man is enabled to apprehend the
Infinite under different names and under
varying disguises, and this independent of,
or even in spite of sense and reason; being
also a faculty which distinguishes man from
the brutes. Another, and a very common
use of the term, applies it to a body of
doctrines handed down by tradition, or in
canonical books, and accompanied by a cer-
tain outward system of observances or acts
of worship. In this sense we speak of the
Jewish, the Christian, the Hindu, &c., re-
ligions. Religions in this sense are divided
into two great classes, polytheistic and mono-
theistic; that is, those recognizing a plu-
rality of deities and those that recognize but
one. (See Polytheism^ Monotheism.) A du-
alistic class may also be established, in
which two chief deities are recognized, and
a henotheistic, in which there are one chief
and a number of minor deities. In some
religions magic, fetishism, animal worship,
belief in ghosts and demons, &c., play an im-
portant part. The most remarkable religious
conquests in history are that of Judaism,
which effected the establishment of a national
religion, originally that of a single f amily> in
a hostile territory by force of arms and ex-
pulsion or extinction of the previous in-
habitants; that of Christianity, which, by
the power of persuasion and in the midst of